Evidence for the degradation of type XI collagen by bovine intervertebral disc- and articular cartilage extracts.
Bovine intervertebral disc- and articular cartilage extracts contain a metalloproteinase system capable of degrading type XI collagen. The collagen-degrading activity is rather low in unmodified extracts but increases considerably on metalloproteinase activation. The similarity between intervertebral disc and articular cartilage in their patterns of (casein-degrading) metalloproteinases and type XI and type II collagen degradation is believed to suggest a similarity in the events underlying the degradative disorders of articular cartilage and intervertebral disc.